


Familiarisation with the Text

Active Reading

At the start of chapter 14, why is James 
startled?

What words are used to describe the 
Ladybird?

Who sings the song about the exciting 
adventures the characters might have?

What is Aunt Spiker hoping to make?

What does Aunt Sponge hope has happened 
to James?

Do the aunts try to save each other?





The Centipede’s Song

With a partner, read the Centipede’s song at the end of chapter 14. Talk about 
what the Centipede says. You can use the questions below to help you.

• Is the Centipede describing good or bad things that 
might happen?

• What creatures that the Centipede describes do you 
think are the most frightening? Why do you think 
this?

• Does the Centipede describe any creatures you could 
like to meet?

• What are the worst things that the Centipede says 
might happen?

• Find the most frightening adjectives the Centipede uses.
• If you were James, after listening to the Centipede, 

would you still want to go on the adventure?
• In the last verse of the song, why does the Centipede 

says it will be worth facing the possible danger? 



The Centipede’s Song

You are now going to write a 
play script conversation between 

James and 
the centipede. Imagine how 
James feels as the centipede 

describes 
all these possible dangers.

Remember to use as many 
features of play scripts as you 

can.



Conversations
James and the creatures are all inside the peach stone.

Centipede:   (sticking his head through a hole in the ceiling) We may see a creature!

Fairy Godmother:  (timidly) What kind of creature?

Centipede:    
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Features of a Play Script

Character names

Setting the scene
Stage directions

Speech 

Character directions within speech

The Mad Hatter, Dormouse and Hare are sitting at a table having afternoon tea.
Alice enters the scene, stage left.

(starts for a moment, pauses and a broad grin appears across his face. 
He gets up out of his chair and walks across the table towards Alice) 
It’s you.

(exasperated) No it’s not! Hare brought us the wrong Alice!

(gasps and throws his hands against his head) It’s the wrong Alice!

You’re absolutely Alice, I’d know you anywhere!

(to the rest of the characters at the table)
I’d know her anywhere!

Dormouse and Hare laugh maniacally.

Well, as you can see we’re still having tea. 
You’re terribly late you know… naughty.

I’m incredibly intrigued.

Yes yes of course, but now we must get 
onto the Frabjous Day!

FRABJOUS DAY!!
We’re investigating things that begin 
with the letter M.

(whispers) Have you any idea why a 
raven is like a writing desk?

Mad Hatter:

Dormouse:
  Hare:

Mad Hatter:

Alice: 
Mad Hatter: 

Dormouse & 
Hare together:

Mad Hatter:

Key

No inverted 
commas 

are needed!



Play Script Writing Frame

Narrator:   Meanwhile, outside in the garden, James' two spiteful aunts were at the front  
   gate, with bunches of tickets in their hands. They could see in the distance  
   sightseers making their way towards the giant peach.

Aunt Spiker:   

 

Aunt Sponge:  (                              )  

 

Aunt Spiker:  (                              )  

 

Aunt Sponge:   

 

Aunt Spiker:   

 

(There is a loud noise. Both the aunts look shocked.)

Aunt Spiker:  (                              ) The peach is rolling towards us!

 

 

 

 

 

I can convert a text into a play script.
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Play Script Writing Frame

English | Year 4 | James and the Giant Peach | Play Scripts | Writing Play Scripts | Lesson 5 of 6

Cast:  

 

Narrator:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can convert a text into a play script.



  
Did I... Child Friend Teacher

Structure and Language

include a cast list of 
characters?

give a short description 
of each scene’s setting?

use a narrator to briefly 
set the scene for the 
audience?

write the speaker’s name 
on the left?

write dialogue without 
inverted commas?

put speech or action 
stage directions in 
brackets?

Punctuation and Grammar

use the present tense?

use a colon after the 
speaker's name?

Features of Play Scripts Checklist
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Features of Play Scripts Checklist

  
Did I... Child Friend Teacher

Structure and Language

include a cast list of 
characters?

give a short description of 
each scene’s setting?

use a narrator to briefly set 
the scene for the audience?

write the speaker’s name on 
the left?

write dialogue without 
inverted commas?

put speech or action stage 
directions in brackets?

Punctuation and Grammar

use the present tense?

use a colon after the 
speaker's name?

You were good at...

Next time it might be better if...
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A Good Performance

Discuss what you’d expect to see in a good performance.



A Good Performance

A good actor:

uses a clear voice

uses feelings and expression in what is said

uses facial expressions and body language in the performance

acts out the events in the right order

works well alone or with a group

faces the audience



Rehearsing Our Plays

You are going to be in groups taking it in turns to perform each other’s plays. You will 
watch as your group performs your play. Decide who is going to be which character. 

Challenge: Multirole. The same person could act the parts of the Grasshopper, 
Miss Spider and the Earthworm if you need them to!



Rehearsing Our Plays

Think about:

how your audience will know which character you 
are through voice, movement, height, sound, 

behaviour;

how you will enter and exit a scene;

how each character will use the space provided.



Rehearsing Our Plays

When your group has performed each of the plays, 
think about how your play was acted. 

Was there anything in 
your writing that was 
unclear and made it 

difficult for your group 
to follow?

Have you thought of a 
better word or phrase that 

could be used? 

Take some time to read 
back through your script 
and make some changes.



Spelling Punctuation and Grammar 
James and the Giant Peach 

 
Have a look at these sentences from James and the Giant Peach. Can you correct them? 
Some important punctuation is missing. Copy each of the sentences into your books with 
the missing punctuation added back in. Remember that people’s names also need a 
capital letter.  
 

1. miss spider spun the next hammock and the ladybird got in 

2. how do you like your bed the spider asked james 

3. james worked away frantically on the centipedes boots 

4. lights out said the centipede drowsily 

5. is that a glow worm asked james 

6. poor earthworm the ladybird said whispering in jamess ear 

Now have a look at these sentences. Can you correct any spelling mistakes that you find. 
Copy each of the sentences into your books with the correct spelling in each of the 
sentences. 
 

1. The walls where wet and stikky, and peech juice was dripping from the seeling. 

2. There are a hole lot of things in this world of ares you haven’t even started 

wandering about yet. 

3. Come rite up cloose to me and I will show u something wonderful. 

4. We our now about to visit the most marvellous places and se the most wonderful 

tings. 

5. ‘I luck and smell,’ Aunt Sponge declared, ‘as lovely as a rows!’ 

6. I em the only pest in this rume! 
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Continuous Cursive Handwriting Practice
Practise your weekly spelling words using continuous cursive handwriting.

musician

politician

electrician

magician

mathematician

dietician

statistician

technician

clinician

beautician










